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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

After six years as FAC's executive director, | feel | can tell you with some authority that everybody — and
| mean everybody — says they love the First Amendment. That transparency in government is paramount.
That the people have a right to know what their government is up to.

But in practice? Well, that can be a very different story. Government officials at all levels and of all parties
put political objectives ahead of the people’s right to speak their minds. They obfuscate. They obstruct.

And they attack those who devote their lives to the only profession specifically called out in the Bill of Rights
— the press.

All of which is why I'm happy to report to you — the First Amendment true believers, FAC's community
of supporters — that FAC has your back. That we push back. Against efforts to silence dissent. Against
systems designed to keep people in the dark.

In 2022, FAC served record numbers of constituents. We armed journalists with essential knowledge and
tools and empowered them to do the important work of informing their communities. We provided custom
workshops to empower Californians in their pursuit of facts and justice. We stood up for people being
silenced and intimidated by government.

| hope that as you read the pages that follow you will see that, while the First Amendment’s promise may
be far from reality, FAC is doing more than ever to make it so.

For that, the First Amendment doesn’t need love — it needs fighters.

DAVID SNYDER

Executive Director
First Amendment Coalition
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FROM THE BOARD
PRESIDENT

At a time of deep political polarization, the
collapse of local news outlets, and general
volatility in the world, FAC is something we can
all get behind as we support free speech, a free
press, and the public’s right to know.

As alocal news publisher, I'm acutely aware
of how important FAC's work is to journalists
and the communities they serve — and how
heartening it is to see the organization thrive.
No fewer than 875 queries to our Hotline were
answered in 2022, providing expert guidance
to journalists and others. With the Hotline and
FAC's other programs, FAC's experts helped
journalists do their important work of informing
our communities and holding governments
accountable.

FAC's staff, budget, and impact are all much
bigger since | joined the Board of Directors in
May 2018. We have gone from two full-time
staffers to eight — an exponentially stronger
force for good in California and beyond. This
growth is a testament to the community of
supporters who have rallied to FAC's work, who
have recognized the irreplaceable role this
organization plays.

And we're just getting started. Join me in
celebrating the work highlighted in this Impact
Report and strengthening our efforts in the
year ahead.

KATHERINE ROWLANDS

President, FAC Board
Publisher, Bay City News
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CHALLENGING GOVERNMENT SECRECY & DEFENDING

THE FIRST AMENDMENT

People have the right to access public information
and criticize their government. But often, public
officials need to be reminded of this.

In 2022, FAC enforced these rights through
strategic litigation, policy advocacy, and
educational programs. This included:

* Work on 15 legal cases and amicus curiae briefs
in state and federal courts.

+ Sending 16 advocacy letters to local and state
agencies to change policies or practices.

« Taking public positions on 9 pieces of state or
federal legislation.

In San Jose, we partnered with the nonprofit news
organization San José Spotlight to bring more
transparency to City Hall. Our joint public records
lawsuit forced the disclosure of newsworthy
documents. In Bakersfield, we stood up for a
resident facing a speech-chilling threat by Kern
County officials after he complained about
government secrecy. In the Southern California
city of Cypress, we advocated for a community
member’s right to criticize the city in social media
comments. “Critique of government is democracy,
not defamation,” FAC Legal Director David Loy
wrote multiple times to government agencies.

ADVANCING POLICE TRANSPARENCY

FAC continued to push for greater access to
records, such as body-camera footage and internal
investigations, to shine a light on policing in our
communities.

This involves work in the courts, halls of power,
and in the community. In 2022, it included:

* Legal advocacy that forced the release of
previously secret recordings of a controversial
police shooting of a woman in mental distress in
San Diego.

« A California Public Records Act case that
FAC successfully settled after the Ventura
County Sheriff's Office disclosed previously
secret records about officer use of force and
misconduct.

* Partnering with the nonprofit newsroom Knock
LA to force the Los Angeles Superior Court to
unseal search warrant records related to police
mistreatment of protesters.

* Hosting workshops that empower the press and
public to use the state’s sunshine laws to hold
law enforcement accountable.

Visit our website to use our updated
Police Transparency Handbook
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EXPANDING PUBLIC
KNOWLEDGE

The right to information. The right to dissent.
And to participate in your government’s decision-
making process. These rights are fundamental —
the oxygen of our democracy. Which is why FAC
offers community education events, custom
trainings, and live public forums to empower
people to use them.

Police Accountability and Participating

in the Democratic Process

In Imperial County, at California’s southern border,
racial justice groups, local organizers, and other
community members participated in FAC's “Know
Your Rights” webinars on police transparency
and open meetings. Hosted in partnership with
the ACLU Foundation of San Diego and Imperial
Counties, FAC's experts showed how to navigate
California’s complex police disclosure laws

and participate in local public meetings. Those
were among 19 custom trainings or community
educational events FAC hosted or participated in.

Access to Experts

For more than 30 years, FAC has operated a free
Legal Hotline open to all and staffed by legal
experts on government transparency and the
First Amendment. In 2022, FAC responded to
875 questions from people all over California
and beyond.

PARTNER SPOTLIGHT

TASHA WILLIAMSON,
EXHALING INJUSTICE

In summer of 2022, FAC
partnered with San Diego
social justice activist Tasha
Williamson, founder of
Exhaling Injustice, for a three-
part community education
series.

Attended by nearly 200

people from across the state,

the sessions showed how to use the California
Public Records Act to expose injustices, the

First Amendment to protest injustices, and the
Brown Act’s open-meetings protections to prevent
injustices.

“| wanted more community members to know
their rights, and FAC was very supportive of
more community members understanding their
First Amendment and public access rights,” says
Williamson. “It was a success, and today in San
Diego there is an increase in people using their
First Amendment rights.”

FAC also partnered with Williamson to secure the
release of previously secret body camera footage
showing police shooting a woman during a mental
health crisis. “Most of the time activists are seen
in the streets and at meetings. but being able to
make government information available to the
public, it's huge,” says Williamson.

“FAC has been a great partner and provided an outstanding training program on journalists’ rights
in California. In addition to its educational programs, the FAC team moves quickly to advocate for press
rights and is an important voice on free expression and the public’s right to know.”

JIM BOREN, Executive Director, Institute for Media and Public Trust, California State University, Fresno
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POWERING A FREE PRESS

Through education, legislation, and litigation, FAC has reporters’ backs

A healthy democracy is not possible without

a robust and independent press. Journalists

serve as government watchdogs, shining a light

in dark places. But too often, they face severe
obstacles to accessing information, threats to their
independence, and declining resources.

Protecting Press Freedom

An incarcerated journalist covering a prison
killing in Northern California. A reporter for an
upstart news service in Fresno writing about local
government. A book author and a documentary
filmmaker who covered a high-profile murder trial.

Different stories, different journalists — but one
common challenge to journalistic independence:
Each of these journalists faced the threat of a
subpoena to force them to divulge their
confidential sources or notes. And each turned

to FAC for help. Through our Subpoena Defense
Initiative, we ensured that all of these journalists
were protected under California’s shield law so
none had to testify in court or disclose unpublished
materials. By providing direct legal representation
or referrals to counsel at no cost to the journalists,
SDI creates a key link, thus protecting journalism’s
central role in our democracy.

o/ BOOKMARK OUR FREE LEGAL HOTLINE:
https:/firstamendmentcoalition.org/legal-hotline/

Fighting for Pro-Press Policies

FAC's litigation and policy advocacy seeks to
expand and defend newsgathering rights and
access to information. In 2022, FAC influenced
numerous pieces of state and federal legislation.
In the courts, FAC joined forces with newsrooms
to successfully force the release of public records.
And we participated in friend-of-the-court briefs
all over the country to advance press rights.

Empowering the Press

FAC's experts offer press freedom and open-
government workshops to arm journalists with an
understanding of their legal rights. By equipping
reporters and editors with crucial information on
topics such as filming police in public, recording
government meetings, and protecting confidential
sources, we empower them to do their best work.
In 2022, we launched Press Rights 101 workshops
to meet the needs of California press; provided
public records training for nonprofit newsrooms,
journalism associations, California Black Media,
and Ethnic Media Services; partnered with college
campuses and student publications to reach

the next generation; and continued to provide
mentorship as part of a nationwide initiative called
the Journalists of Color FOI Bootcamp program.

“I want our publications to remember their special role in the community and continue the tradition
of holding public bodies and officials accountable. That's why | turned to FAC’s experts to lead our
educational workshops on accessing public records and government meetings.”

REGINA BROWN WILSON, Executive Director, California Black Media
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FINANCIALS: 2022 OPERATING EXPENSES

Thanks to our generous donors and loyal supporters, FAC has
experienced steady, planned growth over the past five years.

We are proud to be a lean and frugal organization
that prioritizes Investment in high-impact programs.

O
o $1,250,000
Admin-
istration
0 1
@ g /0 @ $1,000,000
Fundraising
150/ $750,000
0 Hotline, Litigation,
Legal Advocacy
u;,]] $500,000
Education/
Advocacy $250,000
0
3%
$0

DONORS

CHAMPIONS ($30,000+}

Anonymous Donor

Craig Newmark Philanthropies
James B. McClatchy Foundation
Jonathan Logan Family Foundation
Rowland Rebele

Troutman Pepper

William Randolph Hearst IlI

HERO ($5,000+)

Greg & Anne Avis
Hal Fuson

Richard Gingras
Donald Graham
Reed & Betsy Hundt
Susan McClatchy
Carol Melamed
Nicholas B. Ottaway Foundation
Karl Olson
Katherine Rowlands
Peter Scheer

Southern California News
Group

Alica Del Valle

Sandy Yoffie

LEADERSHIP
SOCIETY {$1,000+)

Alan Braverman
Marcos Breton

Donal & Brenda Brown
Cheryl Brown

Bruce Brugmann
Thomas R. Burke
California Black Media
Duffy Carolan

Jerry & Karen Ceppos
Ed Chapuis

Erwin Chemerinsky
Abenicio Cisneros
Simone Coxe

Ken Doctor

2017 2018

Carl Douglas
Eric Eldon
Kathryn Fuller
Eva Grove
Matthew Halgren
Lorie Hearn
Kristi Humphries

Marianne Kearney-Brown

Derek Kerr

Carla Lazzareschi
Scott Lindlaw

David McCraw

Jim Newton

Mel Opotowsky

Peter Opotowsky
Carrie Peyton-Dahlberg

ADVOCATE CLUB
{$500+)

Anonymous Donors
William Bagley

2020 2021 2022

Lara Bergthold

Linda Bowen

Francis & Christine Currie
Daniel Day

Frances Dinkelspiel
Turner Family Fund

Diane & Harry Greenberg
Jay Harris

Cynthia & Peter Hecker
Rex Heinke

Quentin Kopp

Diane & Robert Master
Theresa Moyers

Anders Pers

Paul Podrid & Susan Levenberg
Jefferson Rice

Dick Rogers

Robert Stumpf

We express our deep gratitude to the hundreds of donors who made gifts large and small, one time or monthly.
We hope you have seen in this report the value of your support and our commitment to leading this fight with integrity
and passion. We couldn't do this critical work without you.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Katherine Rowlands

VICE PRESIDENT
Juliet Williams

TREASURER
Hal Fuson

SECRETARY
Scott Lindlaw

PAST PRESIDENT
Peter Scheer

EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE AT LARGE

Duffy Carolan

Carol Melamed

Dick Rogers

Ricardo Sandoval-Palos

BOARD MEMBERS
Lara Bergthold
Marcos Breton
Cheryl Brown
Bruce B. Brugmann
Thomas R. Burke
Ed Chapuis

Erwin Chemerinsky
Abenicio Cisneros
Alica Del Valle

Carl Douglas
Richard Gingras
Jay Harris
Jean-Paul Jassy
Linda Jue

Quentin Kopp

Jim Newton

Karl Olson

Mel Opotowsky
Rowland Rebele
Edward Wasserman

STAFF AND CONTRIBUTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
David Snyder

MANAGING DIRECTOR
Deborah Fruin

COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR
Suzanne Ito

ADVOCACY DIRECTOR
Ginny LaRoe

LEGAL DIRECTOR
David Loy

PHILANTHROPY
DIRECTOR
Kathleen Morgen

LEGAL FELLOW
Khrystan Policarpio

LEGAL FELLOW
Monica Price

We wish to thank the
following lawyers and law
firms who helped advance
our mission in 2022:

Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Cannata, O'Toole, & Olson LLP
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Jassy Vick Carolan LLP

Michael T. Risher

Susan E. Seager, UC Irvine School
of Law Press Freedom Project,
Intellectual Property, Arts &
Technology Clinic

Sheppard, Mullin, Richter &
Hampton LLP

Troutman Pepper Hamilton
Sanders LLP

And special thanks to our
volunteers and other
collaborators!

FAC is a 501(c)3 organization supported by individuals like you. We rely on our entire community of stakeholders,
including donors and our statewide network of partners, to power our fight for government transparency and free speech.
To join our fight, please contact Kathleen Morgen, Philanthropy Director, at kmorgen@firstamendmentcoalition.org

or (415) 460-5060.

FIRST AMENDMENT COALITION
534 Fourth St., Suite B

San Rafael, CA 94901

(415) 460-5060

The First Amendment Coalition protects and promotes
a free press, freedom of expression, and the people’s
right to know. Nonpartisan and nonprofit, FAC believes
that engaged and informed communities are essential
to the health of our democracy, and that the values
expressed by the First Amendment provide a blueprint
for an inclusive, equitable society, and a responsive,
accountable government. To that end, FAC educates,
advocates, and litigates to advance government
transparency and First Amendment protections for all.

0 facebook.com/FirstAmendmentCoalition

& oracoalition

@ linkedin.com/company/first-amendment-coalition/




